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PREFACE  
 
Tulsa has reached its one hundredth birthday and, with respect to American urban places, Tulsa is a young child.  Yet 
even in this youth, we are encountering what older urban centers have experienced for sometime.  Tulsa has already 
reached in many places the physical limits to where our community can grow.  Land for development has been greatly 
consumed and outward growth is blocked by surrounding suburban communities.  As our community looks for new 
development opportunities, it must look inward at the older existing urban form.  Tulsa leaders responded to this and other 
related urban issues by stating: 
 

“As Tulsa continues to mature as a city, infill development will become more important as land on the 
perimeter is no longer available for development.  Infill will no longer be the exception; it will be the rule in 
terms of predominant types of development.  Support and encouragement of infill development are strongly 
recommended and should be implemented through City regulations, policies and philosophies in order to 
ensure quality and consistency in future development.1” 

 
This is the opening statement of the 1999 Tulsa report on infill development, “Report of the Infill Development Task 
Force”, prepared by the Tulsa Infill Development Task Force for the Mayor of Tulsa and the Tulsa Metropolitan Area 
Planning Commission.   
 
As the Tulsa Infill Development Task Force recommendations served as the foundation for infill planning initiatives in the 
City of Tulsa, the resulting neighborhood revitalization planning efforts were recognized for their successes.   These 
successes resulted in other parts of Tulsa seeking similar participatory planning efforts and now include new and older 
suburban portions of Tulsa.  These areas also seek to participate extensively in establishing a vision to fuel public and 
private improvements for their neighborhoods, business centers, urban villages, and developing greenfield areas.  East 
Tulsa is one such very large area consisting of older suburban residential and business development and undeveloped or 
under-developed lands.   It is the East Tulsa community, with the assistance of the City of Tulsa’s Urban Development 

                                                 
1 AReport of the Infill Development Task Force@, May 11, 1999, Page 5. 
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Department (Neighborhood Planning), which developed recommended plans and implementation strategies presented in 
this plan document. 
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