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an offense and, upon conviction, shall be punished by imprisonment in the City Jail for
a period of not exceeding ninety (90) days or by a fine of not more than SEVEN
HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS ($750.00), excluding costs, fees and assessments, or both

such fine and imprisonment.
Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143, 19571

SECTION 305. PENALTY

Unless otherwise provided, every person violating any of the provisions of this
chapter shall be guilty of an offense and upon conviction shall be punished by
imprisonment in the City Jail for a period of not exceeding thirty (30) days or by a fine
of not more than FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500.00), excluding costs, fees and

assessments, or both such fine and imprisonment.
Ord. No. 19571



Ch. 4, Pg. 1 Title 2 - Animals Supp. 5 (7/1/99)

CHAPTER 4
CRUELTY TO ANIMALS

Section 400. Cruelty Prohibited.

Section 401. Diseased Animals and Sale of Diseased Animals.

Section 402. Administration of Poison.

Section 403. Destruction of Animals.

Section 404. Euthanasia.

Section 405. Locking or Tying Wings of Fowl Prohibited.

Section 406. Overcrowding of Fowl Prohibited.

Section 407. Distribution of Baby Fowl or Rabbits as Pets or Novelties
Prohibited.

Section 408. Outdoor Shelter Requirements.

Section 409. Penalty

SECTION 400. CRUELTY PROHIBITED

It shall be unlawful for any person to willfully or maliciously overdrive, overload,
torture, torment, destroy or kill or cruelly beat or injure, maim or mutilate, any animal
in subjugation or captivity, whether wild or tame, and whether belonging to himself or
to another, or deprive any such animal of necessary food, drink or shelter; or cause,
procure or permit any such animal to be so overdriven, overloaded, tortured, tormented,
destroyed or killed, or cruelly beaten or injured, maimed or mutilated, or deprived of
necessary food, drink or shelter; or willfully set on foot, instigate, engage in, or in any

way further any act of cruelty to any animal, or any act tending to produce such cruelty.
Ord. Nos. 12841, 19038, 19143

SECTION 401. DISEASED ANIMALS AND SALE OF DISEASED
ANIMALS

It shall be unlawful for any person or firm to procure or knowingly distribute
diseased animals without complete disclosure for the purpose of transferring ownership,

whether such animal is sold or given away.
Ord. Nos. 552, 19038, 19143

SECTION 402. ADMINISTRATION OF POISON

It shall be unlawful for any person to unjustifiably administer any poison or
noxious drug or substance to any animal, or unjustifiably expose any such drug or
substance with intent that the same shall be taken by an animal, whether such animal

be the property of himself or another.
Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143
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SECTION 403. DESTRUCTION OF ANIMALS

When any animal within the corporate limits of the City of Tulsa shall be so
wounded, maimed, sick, diseased or injured as to render its recovery hopeless in the
opinion of the Chief of Police or licensed veterinarian, then it shall become the duty of
the Chief of Police to kill or euthanize or cause to be killed or euthanized such animal
as soon as practicable, in such manner as in his judgment shall be the least painful. And

he shall cause the carcass to be removed and disposed of as provided in this title.
Ord. Nos. 552, 19038, 19143

SECTION 404. EUTHANASIA

A. It shall be an offense for any individual or organization, except a licensed
veterinarian, or a person trained to euthanize and who is approved and supervised by
a licensed veterinarian, to euthanize any domestic animal.

B. Any dog, cat or any other animal which is kept for pleasure rather than
utility in or about a household, held by or in the custody of a private or public animal
shelter or agency and not reclaimed by the owner, may be disposed of only by adoption
as a pet in a suitable home, or euthanized by any method approved by the Veterinary
Division of the State Department of Agriculture, with the exception of curariform
derivative drugs and provided that the following requirements are met to ensure the
euthanasia agent is humane:

1. The method should be as painless as possible to the animal as determined
by the best available medical and scientific knowledge and technology.

2. The animal should be kept as free from anxiety and fear as possible.

3. The technique should be simple enough to be used by relatively unskilled
personnel and be legally available to animal shelters and humane societies. It should
be mechanically simple and maintenance free as possible within reasonable cost.

4. It should be physically safe for personnel using it.

5. It should conform with all other requirements set forth for euthanasia in

4 0.5.1991, §§ 501, et seq.
Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143

SECTION 405. LOCKING OR TYING WINGS OF FOWL PROHIBITED

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation, by himself or by another,
to lock or tie the wings of any chicken, turkey, goose, duck or other domestic fow! for
the purpose of weighing or handling, or cause the same to be done.

Ord. Nos. 8410, 19038, 19143
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SECTION 406. OVERCROWDING OF FOWL PROHIBITED

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to overcrowd in any crate,
box or other receptacle, domestic fowl or poultry, or to fail to provide proper food,
water, shelter or sanitation for the same. Every person violating this section shall be
guilty of an offense and, upon conviction, shall be punished by imprisonment in the City
Jail for a period of not exceeding thirty (30) days or by a fine of not more than FIVE
HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500.00), excluding costs, fees and assessments, or both such fine
and imprisonment.

Ord. Nos. 8410, 19038, 19143, 19571

SECTION 407. DISTRIBUTION OF BABY FOWL OR RABBITS AS PETS
OR NOVELTIES PROHIBITED

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to sell, or offer for sale,
barter or give away baby chicks, ducklings or other fowl less than four (4) weeks old in
groups of less than twelve (12) each, or rabbits less than six (6) weeks old as pets or
novelties, whether or not dyed, colored or otherwise artificially treated. This section
shall not be construed to prohibit the sale or display of natural chicks or ducklings in
proper brood facilities by hatcheries or stores engaged in the business of selling them
to be raised for commercial purposes. Every person violating this section shall be guilty
of an offense and, upon conviction, shall be punished by imprisonment in the City Jail
for a period of not exceeding thirty (30) days or by a fine of not more than FIVE
HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500.00), excluding costs, fees and assessments, or both such fine

and imprisonment.
Ord. Nos. 9393, 19038, 19143, 19571

SECTION 408. OUTDOOR SHELTER REQUIREMENTS

Natural or artificial shelters appropriate to the local climactic conditions for the
particular species of animal or fowl shall be provided for all animals or fowl kept
outdoors. A suitable method of drainage shall be provided to rapidly eliminate excess
water. A shelter for a dog or cat shall consist of a moistureproof and windproof
structure of suitable size to accommodate the animal. All necessary cleaning to remove
excreta, waste materials, dirt and trash to minimize disease hazards and to reduce odors

shall be performed by the owner.
Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143

SECTION 409. PENALTY

Unless otherwise provided, every person violating any of the provisions of this
chapter shall be guilty of an offense and upon conviction shall be punished by
imprisonment in the City Jail for a period of not exceeding ninety (90) days or by a fine
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of not more than SEVEN-HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS ($750.00), excluding costs, fees

and assessments, or both such fine and imprisonment.
Ord. No. 19571
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CHAPTER 5
DEAD ANIMALS

Section 500. Dead Animals—-Unlawful Disposal.

Section 501. Dead Animals--Lawful Disposal.

Section 502. Dead Animals—Strays.

Section 503. Dead Animals—Residential Fees.

Section 504. Dead Animals Collected for Disposal from Commercial
Animal Establishments of Any Type.

Section 505. Retrieving LD. from Dead Animals.

Section 506. Penalty

SECTION 500. DEAD ANIMALS--UNLAWFUL DISPOSAL

It shall be unlawful and an offense for any person to throw any dead animal or
fowl in or upon any street, alley or public place within the City of Tulsa or to bury any
dead animal or fowl within the City of Tulsa.

Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143

SECTION 501. DEAD ANIMALS--LAWFUL DISPOSAL

A. It shall be the duty of the owner of any dead animal, or the person in
lawful possession of any dead animal, to notify the Director of Public Works, who shall
dispose of it in a sanitary manner; provided that private persons may operate services
for the removal and disposal of dead animals subject to the approval of the Director.
The Director may prescribe appropriate rules and regulations for the operation of private
services involved in the removal and disposition of dead animals.

B. It shall be the duty of the owner or person in lawful possession of a dead
dog, cat, fowl or other small animal to put such animal in a box, sack or other receptacle
before collection by the Director of Public Works or by an operator of a private animal

removal and disposal service.
Ord. Nos. 10935, 19038, 19143

SECTION 502. DEAD ANIMALS--STRAYS

It shall be the duty of any person upon whose premises a stray dead animal is
found to notify the Director of Public Works. Such person shall not be liable for any

fees for removal.
Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143
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SECTION 503. DEAD ANIMALS--RESIDENTIAL FEES

The owner or person in lawful possession of any dead animal or fowl! shall pay
to the Director of Finance a fee to cover the costs of removing the same.

Fees for the removal of dead animals shall be Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for domestic
farm animals such as horses, cows, hogs, sheep, goats or animals of like or larger size.
There shall be no charge for the removal of dogs, cats, fowl or other similarly sized
animals.

Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143, 19859

SECTION 504. DEAD ANIMALS COLLECTED FOR DISPOSAL FROM
COMMERCIAL ANIMAL ESTABLISHMENTS OF ANY
TYPE

Notwithstanding Section 503, any dead animal collected for disposal from
commercial animal establishments of any type shall be disposed of in the manner
prescribed in this title and upon payment of the following fees:

A.  Fifty Dollars ($50.00) per domestic farm animals such as horses, cows, hogs,
sheep, goats, or animals of like or larger size.

B. Five Dollars ($5.00) per dog or cat.

C. No charge for birds, fish, reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates, or rodents or
any other animal less than one pound in weight.
Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143, 19859

SECTION 505. RETRIEVING I.D. FROM DEAD ANIMALS

An attempt shall be made to retrieve any City license pet tags on every dead dog
and cat picked up by the City of Tulsa.
Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143

SECTION 506. PENALTY

Unless otherwise provided, every person violating any of the provisions of this
chapter shall be guilty of an offense and upon conviction shall be punished by
imprisonment in the City Jail for a period of not exceeding ninety (90) days or by a fine
of not more than SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS ($750 00) excluding costs, fees

and assessments, or both such fine and imprisonment.
Ord. No. 19571
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CHAPTER 6
DANGEROUS DOGS

Section 600. Definitions.

Section 601. Certificate of Registration for Certain Dogs Required--
Exemptions--Fee.

Section 602. Muzzle and Restraint of Certain Dogs.

Section 603. Dogs Not to be Declared Dangerous.

Section 604. Confiscation of a Dangerous Dog.

Section 605. Fines.

Section 606. Purpose.

Section 607. Penalty

SECTION 600. DEFINITIONS

A.  Animal Control Authority shall mean a local government entity acting
alone or in concert with other local governmental units for enforcement of the animal
control laws of the city, county and state and the shelter and welfare of animals.

B. Animal Control Officer shall mean any individual employed, contracted
with or, appointed by the animal control authority for the purpose of aiding the
enforcement of any law or ordinance relating to the licensure of animals, control of
animals, or seizure and impoundment of animals, and includes any state or local law
enforcement officer or other employee whose duties in whole or in part include
assignments that involve the seizure and impoundment of any animal.

C. Dangerous Dog shall mean any dog that:

1. Has inflicted severe injury on a human being without provocation on
public or private property; or

2. Has been previously found to be potentially dangerous, the owner having
received notice of such by the animal control authority in writing and the dog thereafter
aggressively bites, attacks or endangers the safety of humans.

D. Owner shall mean any person, firm, corporation, organization or
department possessing, harboring, keeping, having an interest in, or having control or
custody of an animal.

E. Potentially Dangerous Dog shall mean any dog that when unprovoked
inflicts bites on a human either on public or private property.
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F. Proper Enclosure of a Dangerous Dog means, while on the owner’s
property, a dangerous dog shall be securely confined indoors or in a securely enclosed
and locked pen or structure with at least one hundred fifty (150) square feet of space for
each dog kept therein which is over six (6) months of age, and which is suitable to
prevent the entry of children and designed to prevent the animal from escaping. Such
pen or structure shall have secure sides and a secure top, and shall also provide
protection from the elements for the dog.

G. Severe Injury shall mean any physical injury that results in broken bones

or lacerations requiring multiple sutures or cosmetic surgery.
Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143

SECTION 601. CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION FOR CERTAIN DOGS
REQUIRED--EXEMPTIONS--FEE

A. Certificate of Registration for Certain Dogs Required. It is unlawful for
an owner to have a dangerous dog without a certificate of registration issued according
to this chapter. This chapter shall not apply to dogs used by law enforcement officials
for police work.

B. Exemptions. The Chief of Police shall issue a certificate of registration to
the owner of such animal if the owner presents to the animal control unit sufficient
evidence of:

1. A proper enclosure to confine a dangerous dog and the posting of the
premises with a clearly visible warning sign that there is a dangerous dog on the
property. In addition, the owner shall conspicuously display a sign with a warning
symbol that informs children of the presence of a dangerous dog; and

2. A policy of liability insurance, such as homeowner's insurance, or surety
bond used by an insurer qualified under Title 36 of the Oklahoma Statutes in the
amount of not less than Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) insuring the owner for any
personal injuries inflicted by the dangerous dog.

C. Fee. A fee of Ten Dollars ($10.00) shall be remitted to the Director of
Finance for the certificate of registration.
Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143

SECTION 602. MUZZLE AND RESTRAINT OF CERTAIN DOGS

It is unlawful for an owner of a dangerous dog to permit the dog to be outside
the proper enclosure unless the dog is muzzled and restrained by a substantial chain or
leash and under physical restraining of a responsible person over sixteen (16) years of
age. The muzzle shall be made in a manner that will not cause injury to the dog or
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interfere with its vision or respiration but shall prevent it from biting any person or
animal.
Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143

SECTION 603. DOGS NOT TO BE DECLARED DANGEROUS

Dogs shall not be declared dangerous if the threat, injury or damage was
sustained by a person who, at the time, was committing a willful trespass or other tort
upon the premises occupied by the owner of the dog, or was tormenting, abusing, or
assaulting the dog or has, in the past, been observed or reported to have tormented,

abused, or assaulted the dog or was committing or attempting to commit a crime.
Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143

SECTION 604. CONFISCATION OF A DANGEROUS DOG
Any dangerous dog shall be immediately confiscated by the Chief of Police if:
A.  The dog is not validly registered according to this chapter;

B. The owner does not secure the liability insurance coverage or surety bond
required by this chapter;

C. The dog is not maintained in the proper enclosure; and

D.  The dog is outside of the dwelling of the owner or outside the proper
enclosure and not under physical restraint of the responsible person.

Any dangerous dog confiscated pursuant to this section and not reclaimed by its
owner under the requirements of this chapter within thirty (30) days from the date of
notice of confiscation shall be deemed abandoned and, at the discretion of the Chief of

Police, euthanized pursuant to procedures provided in Section 109 of this title.
Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143, 19424

SECTION 605. FINES

Any fine imposed as a result of a violation of this chapter, at the discretion of the
court, may be offset by payments made by the dog owner to any victim of an attack by

the dog. However, insurance payments may not be considered as an offset.
Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143

SECTION 606. PURPOSE

It is the purpose of this chapter to provide additional and cumulative remedies
to control dangerous and potentially dangerous dogs. Nothing in this chapter shall be
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construed to abridge or alter rights of action or remedies of victims under the common
law or statutory law, criminal or civil.
Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143

SECTION 607. PENALTY

Unless otherwise provided, every person violating any of the provisions of this
chapter shall be guilty of an offense and upon conviction shall be punished by
imprisonment in the City Jail for a period of not exceeding six (6) months or by a fine
of not more than ONE THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS ($1,200.00), excluding

costs, fees and assessments, or both such fine and imprisonment.
Ord. No. 19571
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CHAPTER 7
REPTILES

Section 700. Habitat.

Section 701. Transport and Handling.
Section 702. Release of Reptiles.

Section 703. Reptile Species Not Prohibited.
Section 704. Prohibited Reptiles.

Section 705. Zoo Excluded.

Section 706. Penalty

SECTION 700. HABITAT

All reptiles held as pets or specimens must be contained within secure habitats
designed to prevent escape. Every person violating this section shall be guilty of an
offense and, upon conviction, shall be punished by imprisonment in the City Jail for a
period of not exceeding six (6) months or by a fine of not more than ONE THOUSAND
TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS ($1,200.00), excluding costs, fees and assessments, or both
such fine and imprisonment.

Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143, 19571

SECTION 701. TRANSPORT AND HANDLING

A.  Reptiles being transported shall be contained within escape-proof
containers.

B. Reptiles shall not be handled openly in public places unless the handler is
conducting an educational meeting or is demonstrating a reptile for sale within a

commercial animal establishment.
Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143

SECTION 702. RELEASE OF REPTILES
A.  Reptiles not indigenous to Oklahoma shall not be released or abandoned.

B. Any species of reptile not indigenous to Oklahoma that is secured by or
forfeited to Animal Control shall be released to the Tulsa Zoo or to a reptile rescue
organization for proper disposition, or euthanized if deemed necessary by Animal
Control.

C.  Any species of reptile indigenous to Oklahoma that is secured by or
forfeited to Animal Control may be released to the wild within the discretion of Animal
Control.

Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143
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SECTION 703. REPTILE SPECIES NOT PROHIBITED

The families of reptiles listed in this paragraph may lawfully be possessed or
housed, as these reptiles pose no life-threatening hazards to humans, provided that the
reptiles are also owned in accordance with any and all state, federal and Convention of
International Trade of Endangered Species (CITES) regulations that may apply:

A.  The following Families of the Order Squamata Suborder Sauria: Family
Gekkonidae (geckos); Family Agamidae (Agamas); Family Iguanidae (anoles, swifts, and
iguanas); Family Cordylidae (sungazers and girdled lizards); Family Anguidae (alligator
lizards, galli wasps and glass lizards); Family Varanidae, (monitors); Family Lacertidae
(wall lizards); Family Anniellidae, (legless lizards); Family Teiidae (tegus, racerunners);
Family Chamaeleonidae (chameleons); Family Scincidae (skinks); Family Xenosauridae
(crocodile lizard).

B. The following Families of the Order Squamata, Suborder Ophidia: Family
Leptotyphlopidae (blind and worm snakes); Family Boidae (boas, and pythons); Family
Colubridae, sub family Colubrinae, (garter, water, gopher, bull, hognose, ringneck green
snakes, ratsnakes, kingsnakes, cornsnakes and racers);

C.  The following Families of the Order Testudines: Family Chelydridae
(snapping turtle); Family Kinosternidae (musk turtle); Family Platysternidae (big head
turtle); Family Emydidae (painted, sliders, box turtle, pond turtle, etc.); Family
Testudinidae (tortoise); Family Trionychidae (soft shelled turtle); Family Pelomedusidae

(flat headed turtle); and Family Chelidae (side necked turtle).
Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143

SECTION 704. PROHIBITED REPTILES

The families and species of reptiles listed in this paragraph are prohibited, as they
pose distinct hazards to humans:

A.  The following families of the Order Crocodylia (all families)

B. Order Squamata; suborder Sauria, Family Helodermatidae (beaded lizards,
and gila monsters); Order Squamata, suborder Ophidia; Family Elapidae (Cobras);
Family Hydrophiidae (sea snakes); Family Viperidae (vipers and pit vipers); species in
the Family Colubridae, sub family Disadomorphinae (rear fang snakes), Dispholidus
typus (the Boomslang); Thelotornis kirklandi (African bird eating snake); and Boiga
dendrophilia (the Mangrove snake).

Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143
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SECTION 705. Z00 EXCLUDED

The City of Tulsa Zoo shall not be subject to any of the provisions in this chapter.
Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143

SECTION 706. PENALTY

Unless otherwise provided, every person violating any of the provisions of this
chapter shall be guilty of an offense and upon conviction shall be punished by
imprisonment in the City Jail for a period of not exceeding ninety (90) days or by a fine
of not more than SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS ($750.00), excluding costs, fees

and assessments, or both such fine and imprisonment.
Ord. No. 19571
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CHAPTER 8
PENALTY
Section 800. Penalty.
SECTION 800. PENALTY

Unless otherwise provided, every person violating any of the provisions of this
title shall be guilty of an offense and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by
imprisonment in the City Jail for a period of not more than ninety (90) days and/or by
a fine of not more than FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500.00), excluding costs, fees and
assessments provided that no violation of any provision of Chapter 4 shall carry a fine

of less than ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($100.00).
Ord. Nos. 19038, 19143





