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ORDINANCE NO

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND UPDATING TITLE 51 TULSA REVISED
ORDINANCES (TRO). "RESIDENTIAL CODE"I AMENDING CHAPTER 2,
''I.C.C, TNTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE. 20I8 EDITION. ADOPTED'':
ADDING APPENDIX .'Q.., ENTITLED ..TINY HOLISES."; SETTING FORTH
THE SPECIFICATIONS FOR TINY HOUSES: PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY: REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT
HEREWITH: AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

BE I1'ORDAINED BY THE C'ITY OF TIII,SA

Section l. Thut Title 51, ('hupter 2. Tulsu Revised Ordinunces, be und the same is hereby,
umencleel bv utlding Appendix Q Tin",- Hou.se:;. to reud us.fitllov'.r:

APPENDIX Q

TINY HOTISES

.lppenclix Q relares vurious requirements in the boellt ol the cocle us thel,,ttpply to houses lhal ure
100 square ./bet in ureo or les.;. Attention is .rpecificull_v puid to.fbature:; such us utmpac'l stuirs,
including stctir handrails und heudroom, lucltlers. reduc'ed ceiling height.s in loJis antl guard and
emergency e.\cupe uncl rescue opening requirements ut loli:;.

SECTTON AQl0r. - GENERAL.

AQl0l.l Scope. This appendix shall be applicable to tiny houses used as single dwelling units
Tiny houses shall comply with this code except as otherwise stated in this appendix.

SECTION AQl02. - DEFINITIONS.

AQl02.t General. The tbllowing words and terms shall. tbr the purposes of this appendix. have
the meanings shown herein. Refbr to Chapter 2 of this code for general definitions.

EGRESS ROOF ACCESS WINDOW. A skylight or roof u'indow designed and installed to
satisfy the emergency escape and rescue opening requirements of Section R310.2.

LANDING PLATFORM. A landing provided as the top step of a stairwa,v- accessing a loft
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LOFT. A f'loor level located more than 30 inches (762 mm) above the main floor, open to the
main floor on one or more sides w'ith a ceiling height of less than 6 f-eet 8 inches (2032 mm) and
used as a living or sleeping space.

TINY HOUSE. A dwelling that is 400 square t-eet (37 m2) or less in floor area excluding lofts.

SECTION AQl03. - CETLTNG HETGHT.

AQl03.t Minimum ceiling height. Habitable space and hallways in tiny' houses shall have a
ceiling height of not less than 6 f'eet 8 inches (2032 mm). Bathrooms. toilet rooms and kitchens
shall have a ceiling height of not less than 6 t'eet 4 inches ( 1930 mm). Obstructions including. but
not limited to. beams. girders. ducts and lighting. shall not extend below these minimum ceiling
heights.

Exception: Ceiling heights in ldi:; ure permitled to he le.s^s thun 6.feet 8 inc'hes (2032
mm).

SECTTON AQl0{. - LOFTS.

AQl0{.1 Minimum loft area and dimensions. Lofts used as a sleeping or living space shall
meet the minimum area and dimension requirements of Sections AQ 104. I .l through AQ I 04.1 .:i

AQl04.l.l Minimum area. Lofts shall have a floor area of not less than 35 square t'eet (3.25

m2).

AQl04.l.2 Minimum dimensions. Lofts shall be not less than 5 t-eet ( 152.1 mm) in any

horizontal dimension.

AQl0rt.t.3 Height effect on loft area. Portions ola lofi with a sloped ceiling measuring less

than 3 tbet (914 mm) fiom the finished f'loor to the trnished ceiling shall not be considered as

contributing to the minimum required area firr the loft.

Exception: L,nder guble roof.s v,'ith u minimum slope ol'6 units vrlic'ul in l2 units
horinntul (5)-perc'ent slope). portions d u ltti u'ilh u slopecl c'eiling
meusuring les.s thun l6 inc'he.s t106 mm) linm the ./ini.rhecl.floor to the

.finished t'eiling .shull rutt he utn.;ielered us contrihuting lo lhe minimttnt
requirecl ereu.fitr the kti.

AQl04.2 Loft access. The access to and primary egress lrom lofis shall be of any tvpe described
in Sections AQl04.2.l through AQ104.2.4.

AQ104.2.1 Stairways. Stairways accessing lofts shall compll' w'ith this code or with Sections
AQ104.2. l. I through AQI 04.2. 1.5.
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AQl0{.2.1.1 Width. Stairwavs accessing a loft shall not be less than l7 inches (432 mm) in
clear width at or above the handrail. The width below the handrail shall be not less than 20
inches (508 mm).

AQI04.2.1.2 Headroom. The headroom in stairways accessing a loft shall be not less than 6 fbet
2 inches (1880 mm). as measured vertically, fiom a sloped line connecting the tread or landing
platfbrm nosings in the middle of their width.

AQl0-1.2.1.3 Treads and risers. Risers tbr stairs accessing a lotl shall be not less than 7 inches
( I 78 mm) and not more than l2 inches (305 mm) in height. Tread depth and riser height shall be

calculated in accordance with one of the tbllowing tbrmulas:

l. 'fhe tread depth shall be f0 inches (508 mm)minus tbur-thirds of the riser height.
2. The riser height shall be l5 inches (381 mm) minus three-fburths of the tread depth.

AQ104.2.1.4 Landing platforms. The top tread and riser of stairways accessing lofts shall be

constructed as a landing plattbrm where the loft ceiling height is less than 6 feet 2 inches (1880
mm) w'here the stain'v'ay meets the loft. T'he landing plattbrm shall be l8 inches to 22 inches (457
to 559 mm) in depth measured fiom the nosing of the landing platfbrm to the edge of the loft.
and l6 to l8 inches (406 to 457 mm) in height measured lrom the landing platfbrm to the loft
floor.

AQ10{.2.1.5 Handrails. Handrails shall comply r.rith Section Ril1.7.8

AQ104.2.1.6 Stairway guards. Guards at open sides of stairways shall comply with Section
R3r2.l.

AQ104.2.2 Ladders. Ladders accessing lofts shall comply with Sections AQl04.2.l and
AQ r04.2.2.

AQI04.2.2.1 Size and capacity. Ladders accessing lofts hall have a rung width of not less than
l2 inches (305 mm). and l0-inch (254 mm) to l4-inch (356 mm) spacing between rungs.
Ladders shall be capable of supporting a 200-pound (75 kg) load on any rung. Rung spacing
shall be unifbrm w'ithin 3/8 inch (9.5 mm).

AQl0{.2.2.2 Incline. Ladders shall be installed at 70 to 80 degrees tiom horizontal

AQ104.2.3 Alternating tread devices. Alternating tread devices accessing lofls shall comply
with Sections R3l l.7.ll.l and R3ll.7.ll.2. Theclearw'idth atand below the handrails shall be

not less than 20 inches (508 mm).

AQ104.2.{ Ship's ladders. Ship's ladders accessing lofts shall comply with Sections
R3 I I .7.12.1 and R3 I 1 .7.12.2. The clear width at and below handrails shall be not less than 20
inches (508 mm).
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AQI0.1.2.5 Loft guards. Loft guards shall be located along the open side of lofis. Loti guards
shall be not less than 36 inches (914 mm) in height or one-half of the clear height to the ceiling
r,l'hichever is less.

SECTION AQI05 _ EMERGENCY ESCAPE AND RESCTIE OPENINGS

AQl05.1 General. Tiny houses shall meet the requirements of Section R3l0 tbr emergency
escape and rescue openings.

Exception: Egre.ss ror2f.ucc'ess x'indov,s in ldis u:;ed u:;.sleeping rooms.;hull be deemed
to meet the requiremenl.\ ofSec'lion R3l0 where instulletl such lhul the
hotbm d'the opening i.s rul more lhun 11 inches (lll8 mm) uhove the ldi
.lloor, providetl the egre.s.s rorlf uc'ces.s v'indow' cttmplies vt,ilh the minimttm
opening ureu requirement.\ o.f'Sec'tion R3 10.2. I . "

Section 2. REPE.4L OF ('ONFLI('TII'IG ORDINAI\,/('ES. Thut ull ortlinunces or parts o/'
ordinemc'es in conflic't herewith be und the sume ure nov' expressll'repeuled.

Section 3. SE!,'ERABILITI' CL.4USE. IJ any' section, sentenc'e, clause or phra.se of'thi.r
ordinance or anv parl thereo./ i:; .lbr on)' reason Jitund to be invulid b-v" u court oJ'c'ompetent

.jurisdiclion, such deci.sion shall rut ullbct the vulidity oJ'the remuinder oJ'this ordinunce or unv
part thereof.'

Section 1. ELIERGEIi('l'('L,4LiSE. Thut un emergency is rutu, dec'lured to exist.fitr lhe
preservution d'the ptthlic peuce, health and sa/'ety, hv rectson w'herert'this orclinanc'e shall take
e.l/bct immediatell,lrom und aJier its pcrssuge. ttpprovul und public'ution.

ADOPTED b1'the Council
I )arc

Chair of the Council

ADOPTED as an emergency measure
[)atc

Chair of the Council

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

Irnrc

G. T. Bynum, Mayor
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Received bv the Mavor:
I )rtc

at



By'

APPROVED by the Mayor of the City of Tulsa. Oklahoma:

Secretary

I )atc

at
Irnrc

Mavor

City Clerk

APPROVED

l+>5
City Attorney
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(Seal)
ATTEST:


