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Policy Statement
Background lnformation
The adjustment calculations and supporting documents were provided to the existing Rights of Way Occupants. The Occupants were given
30 days to review the proposed changes and provide comments.
Provide background information on the requested action.

Summation of the Requested Action
Title 11 , Chapter 12, Rights of Way Occupancy lVlanagement Ordinance provides for an annual review of expenditures and revenues
associated with the activities of the Right of Way (ROW) Occupants. Based upon the review of the most recent data, the amount of these fees
should be raised.

Under the current ordinance the annual fees are as follows: For all installations that occupy less than one foot, the annual charge is $2.05 per
linear foot. For all installations that occupy one foot or more, but less than two feet, the charge is $4.11. For installations of two feet or greater,
the charge is $6.15.
Based upon a financial analysis, there is a short fall in the total annual fees collected, relative to the total expenditures. The Public Works
Department has reviewed the analysis and is recommending the annual fees be adjusted. lt is recommending that the new rates be set as

follows: For all installations that occupy less than one foot, the annual charge should be adjusted to $3.69 per linear foot. For all installations
that occupy one foot or more, but less than two feet, the charge should be adjusted to $7.38. For installations of two feet or greater, the
charge should be $11.07.

The accompanying ordinance adjusts the rates to these levels.

The rates established in this ordinance shall be effective July 1,2025.
Summarize the peiinent details of the requested action.

Emergency Clause?

OYes
O t,to

Reason for Emergency Clause

Fee lncrease

Explain why you are requesting that the City Council approve this action with an emergency clause.

Processing !nformation for City Clerk's Office
Post Execution Processing
O Mail vendor copy (addt'l signature copies attached)
O lVlust be filed with other governmental entity
O Addtl governmental entity approval(s) required

Additional Routing and Processing Details
It is requested that the attached ordinance revision be adopted by
the City Council and approved by the Mayor.

apps.cityoftulsa.org/RFtuFormsl#l'fotmlWinll4f4e025c-6e2b-424d-8060-8a9b5722a033 2t2



(Published in the
Tulsa World"

202s).

ORDINANCE NO

AN ORDINANCE AMENDTNG TITLE 1I, CHAPTER 12. TULSA REVISED
ORDINANCES, ENTITLED "RIGHT-OF-WAY OCCUPANCY
MANAGEMENT," BY AMENDING SUBSECTION 1206A.3.a, OF SECTION
I2O6,"OCCUPANCY FE,ES OR INSPECTION FEE AND SE,RVICE CHARGE";
INCREASING THE AMOLINT OF OCCUPANCY FEE TO BE CHARGED TO
OCCUPANCY PERMIT HOLDERS TN ORDER TO RECOVER EACH PERMIT
HOLDER'S PRO RATA SHARE OF THE BURDEN ON THE RIGHT-OF-WAY;
PROVIDING AN EFFE,CTIVE DATE OF JULY I, 2025; REPEALING
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF TULSA

Section I . That Subsection I 206A.3.a, of Section I 206, " Occupancy Fees or
Inspection Fee and Service Charge", ry' Chapter 12, "Rights-of-Way Occupancy Management",
inTitle ll, "Public Works Department", Tulsa Revised Ordinances, be and the same is hereby
amended to read as follows:

"a. The Occupancy Fee shall be computed by multiplying the Occupancy Permit Holder's pro
rata share of the burden on the Arterial Rights-of-Way by the applicable recovery rate. This
pro rata share shall be equivalent to the linear feet occupied in the Arterial Rights-of-Way,
and shall be calculated as follows: For each linear foot of space less than one (1) foot wide,
the recovery rate shall be Three and 691100 Dollars ($3.69). For each linear foot of space

more than one (l) foot but less than two (2) feet wide, the recovery rate shall be Seven and
38/100 Dollars ($7.38). For each linear foot of space two (2) feet wide or more, the recovery
rate shall be Eleven and 071100 Dollars ($11.07). This Occupancy Fee does not include
manholes or junction boxes."

Section 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. Following passage oJ- this ordinance by the City
Council, with separate ttpproval o/'its Emergency (..lause; and approval by the Mayor, this
ordinance shall be elfective on and aJier.luly l, 2025.

Section 3. REPEAL OF CONFLICTII{G ORDINANCES. That all ordinances or parts
of ordinances in conflict herewith be and the same are now expressly repealed.

Section 4. EMERGENCY CLAUSE. That an emergency is now declared to exist for
the preservation of the public peace, health and saJbty, by reason whereof this ordinance shall
take fficl on July l, 2025, from and after its passage, approval and publicotion.

Ct,B 515t2025



ADOPTED by the Council
Date

Chair of the Council

ADOPTED as an emergency measure:
Date

Chair of the Council

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

Received by the Mayor: _, zI
Date Time

Monroe Nichols, IV, Mayor

APPROVED by the Mayor of the City of Tulsa, Oklahoma:
Date

Time

Mavor

By
Secretary

at

(Seal)
ATTEST:

Deputy City Clerk

APPROVED

City Attorney

oL- -5^^s
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EITY EF

TULSA
PUBLII WIIRKS

DATE: TO:
May28,2025 Mayor Monroe Nichols,lV

FY26 Fee Adjustments - Public Works

Backgro und I Justification
Rights-of-way occupancy fee is an annual charge that recovers an apportioned share of
the actual costs to the City of acquiring and maintaining the arterial rights-of-way. The
City of Tulsa reviews the arterial streets operating and capital expenditures annually to
determine its actual overall costs to maintain the public rights-of-way space. The
annual review is based on a formula that figures a five-year floating average. (see

attached Rights - of -Way F e e Worksheet 2 02 4).

The review for fiscal year 2o2lrtis complete and as a result, it is recommended that the
City's Ordinance be changed to reflect these costs.

The current and proposed fees

r)Facilities occupying less than one foot of space will change from Sz.o5 per linear
foot to $a.Oq per linear foot;

z) Facilities occupying space greater than one foot but less than or equal to two feet
will change from S4.rr per linear foot to SZ.f8 per linear foot; and

3) Facilities occupying space greater than two feet will change from S6.15 to $rr.o7
per linear foot.

This is an 8o percent increase.

These fees are paid by right-of-way occupants, and this fee change affects those
occupants that have selected the linear foot method. A notification letter has been sent
to all of the Rights-of-Way Occupants that will be impacted. The letter outlines the cost
adjustment.

Flevenue Estimate
The estimated annual revenue increase is $67o,ooo.

Ordinance Fleference
Title rr, Chapter 12, Tulsa Revised Ordinances, entitled "Right-of-Way Occupancy
Management," amending Subsection rzo6A.3.a, of Section \206, (see attached Section
tzo6, Occupancy Fees or Inspection Fee and Service Charge).

17s E.2nd St., Ste.##, Fl ##, Tulsa, OK741O3 | (9r8) ###-#### I (9r8) ###-####

WWlll.EITYOFTULSA.ORG

FROM:
Chery!Black
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Tulsa Revised Ordinances: Title 11 - Public Works Department

Chapter 12 - Rights-Of-Way Occupancy Management

Section 1206. - Occupancy fees or inspection fee and service charge.

A. Occupancy Fees. Except as provided in this section, every occupancy permit holder shall pay an
occupancy fee to reimburse the City for the cost of acquiring, maintaining and managing the arterial
rights-of-way. The occupancy fee shall be computed in accordance with this section.

No later than February 1Sth of each year, each occupancy permit holder shall submit to the ROW
administrator a certified statement of the number of linear feet of arterial rights-of-way occupied
by facilities by the ROW occupant as of January 1st of that same year.

No later than February 1Sth of each year, those ROW occupants who are eligible to make
inspection fee and service charge payments as set forth in 1206.B. May select by filing a written
statement of selection with the City Clerk whether to make inspection fee and service charge
payments as set forth in Subsection 1206.8. or occupancy fee payments as set forth below. A
ROW occupant who does not file a written statement during that time period, and who has not
previously filed a written statement with the City Clerk during that time period in a previous year
electing a computation method, shall be deemed to have chosen to make occupancy fee
payments. A ROW occupant who, in a previous year, has chosen a particular method and has
not filed a written statement of selection with the City Clerk in the current year, shall be deemed
to have chosen to continue to utilize that computation method utilized in the previous year.

Each occupancy permit holder shall be notified of the amount of the fee and the basis on which it
was calculated no later than ten (10) working days from the date the statement of linear feet is
received by the ROW administrator. Unless otherwise authorized by the Director of Finance, one-
twelfth (1112) of the occupancy fee shall be due and payable monthly, on or before the 25th day
of each month, commencing on the first day of the calendar month commencing after the date
this chapter goes into effect. The payment shall be made to the Director of Finance when due
and shall be paid into and appropriated and expended from the General Revenue Fund of the
City of Tulsa. Upon failure or refusal to pay such fee, the City may, in addition to any other
remedies provided herein, maintain an action against such person, firm or corporation for the
amount of such fee and all expenses of collecting same, including reasonable attorney's fees.
That occupancy fee is set out as follows:

a. The Occupancy Fee shall be computed by multiplying the Occupancy Permit Holder's pro
rata share of the burden on the Arterial Rights-of-Way by the applicable recovery rate. This
pro rata share shall be equivalent to the linear feet occupied in the Arterial Rights-of-Way,
and shall be calculated as follows: For each linear foot of space less than one (1) foot wide,
the recovery rate shall be Three and 69/100 Dollars ($3.69) For each linear foot of space
more than one (1) foot but less than two (2) feet wide, the recovery rate shall be Seven and
38/100 Dollars ($7. ea1 For each linear foot of space two (2) feet wide or more, the recovery
rate shall be Eleven and71100 Dollars ($11.07) This Occupancy Fee does not include
manholes or junction boxes.

1

2

3
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b. The recovery rate per linear foot amount of the occupancy fee will be reviewed by the Mayor
at least annually using a floating five-year average of the City's cost to provide rights-of-way,
and adjusted based on the CPI-U index. The purpose of this review is to examine whether
the occupancy fee is under or over recovering costs associated with ROW use. The Mayor
shall file the review with the City Clerk. ln addition to any materialthe Mayor deems relevant
in establishing the recovery rate per linear foot amount of the occupancy fee, the Mayor shall
file a calculation of the recovery rate per linear foot amount of the occupancy fee in the form
set forth in "Exhibit A."

B. lnspection Fee and Service Charge. Those ROW occupants which provide Thermal service and/or
communications service may, in lieu of the occupancy fee set forth in Subsection 1206.A, pay an
inspection fee and service charge as follows:

1. An amount equal to two percent (2o/r) of the thermal service gross revenues from within the
corporate limits of the City of Tulsa, Oklahoma, for each current year, if any; and

2. An amount equalto two percent (2%) of the communications service gross revenues from within
the corporate limits of the City of Tulsa, Oklahoma, for each current year, if any.

This inspection fee and service charge is to compensate the City for the expenses incurred and
services rendered incident to the exercise of its power, supervision, police regulation and police
control of the construction and maintenance of lines and equipment in the City of Tulsa. Unless
otherwise authorized by the Director of Finance, this inspection fee and charge shall be due and
payable monthly, on or before the 25th day of each month, on the gross revenues of the preceding
month, commencing on the first day of the calendar month commencing after the date this chapter
goes into effect, and shall include a complete and accurate verified statement of all gross receipts
from sales, for thermal service and/or communications service, as applicable, within the City of Tulsa
during the period for which the monthly payment is made. The statement and payment shall be made
to the Director of Finance when due and shall be paid into and appropriated and expended from the
General Revenue Fund of the City of Tulsa. Upon failure or refusal to pay such fee, the City may, in
addition to any other remedies provided herein, maintain an action against such person, firm or
corporation for the amount of such fee and all expenses of collecting same, including reasonable
attorney's fees.

C. lnspection Fee and Service Charge Between January 1,2001, and March 31,2001. [The text of
Subsection 1206.C was repealed because it was no longer applicable after March 31, 2001.1

D. Records lnspection. The City shall have the right to audit the ROW occupant's records required to
be kept by this chapter. The City shall also have the right to audit and to recompute any amounts
determined to be payable under this section. lf it is determined that the occupancy permit holder has
paid less than ninety-five percent (95%) of the amount due to the City, then the City's expenses related
to such audit shall be borne by the occupancy permit holder. Any additional amounts due to the City
as a result of the audit shall be paid within thirty (30) days following written notice, which shall include
a copy of the audit report, to the occupancy permit holder by the City of the underpayment. lf
recomputation results in additional revenue to be paid to the City, such amount shall be subject to the
interest charge described in Subsection E., below. lf the audit determines that there has been an
overpayment by the occupancy permit holder, the occupancy permit holder shall credit any
overpayment against its next quarterly payment.

E. Late Fees and lnterest on Late Payments.

1. lf any occupancy fee payment is not made on or before the required date, the occupancy permit
holder shall pay interest computed from such due date at an annual rate equal to one and one-
half percent (1%%) interest per month on the total amount of fees due from the last day of the
month such was due, plus a penalty of ten percent (10%) of the total amount of the fee due.



-

2. lf any monthly inspection fee and service charge for thermal service or communications
service within the City of Tulsa is not made on or before the required date, the ROW occupant
will be charged a penalty of ten percent (10%) of the total amount of the fee due. ln addition, the
ROW occupant shall pay interest computed from such due date at an annual rate equal to one
and one-half percent (1%%) interest per month on the total amount of fees due from the last day
of the month such was due.

a. lf a complete and accurate verified statement of all gross receipts from sales for thermal
service or communications service within the City of Tulsa during the period for which the
monthly payment was due is provided within thirty (30) days of the original due date, the
interest and penalty will be computed based on that actual amount.

b. lf a complete and accurate verified statement of all gross receipts from sales for thermal
service or communications service within the City of Tulsa during the period for which the
monthly payment was due is NOT provided within thirty (30) days of the original due date,
the amount of the monthly inspection fee and charge will be estimated and billed.

c. Adjustments to estimates after receipt of complete and accurate verified statements of all
gross receipts will be made at the discretion of the Director of Finance.

F. No Deduction or Credit Against Taxes. The payments required by this section shall be in addition
to any and all taxes of a general nature or other fees or charges which an occupancy permit holder
shall be required to pay to the City or to any local, state, or federal agency or authority, as required
herein or by law, all of which shall be separate and distinct obligations of the occupancy permit holder.
The occupancy permit holder shall neither apply nor seek to apply all or any part of the amount of
these payments as a deduction or other credit from or against any City taxes or other fees or charges,
except as expressly permitted by law. The occupancy permit holder shall not apply or seek to apply all
or any part of the amount of any taxes or other fees or charges as a deduction or other credit from or
against any of its fee obligations herein, except as expressly permitted by law.

(Ord. Nos. 19945,20170,20233,20381 ,20382,20392,20597,20855, 21270; Ord. No. 22146, 5
2,10-15-2009; Ord. No. 22154, $ 1, 11-5-2009; Ord. No. 22741, $ 1, 8-30-2012; Ord. No.
23116, $ 1,5-8-2014; Ord. No.23286. $ 1,5-7-2015; Ord. No.23487, S 1,5-19-20'16; Ord. No.23681,

51,4-26-2017;Ord.No.23931,$ 1,6-6-2018; Ord.No.24266,$ l, l1-20-2019; Ord.No.24429,$
1,8-19-2020; Ord. No.24734,51,12-l-2021; Ord. No.24980, $ 1, 1-25-2023)

)


