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Policy Statement
Background lnformation

ln early 2025, Tulsa's Deputy [\,4ayor and Chief Economic Development Officer began conversations with officials in Sumy,
Ukraine, regarding economic development opportunities for both cilies. Both parties agreed that medical/biomedical and
autonomous vehicle collaboration are key areas of interest. ln February of 2026, an ofFicial from the Mayoas Office met wrth a

delegation from Sumy during Ukraine Week in Washington DC to continue this conversation built on areas of interest. The parties agreed on
several areas to continue engaging with each other and buitding partnerships. The delegation and officials from the lvlayois Office took part in
a signing ceremony of a new friendship city declaration while in Washington. The delegation from Sumy then visited Tulsa and mei with
Councilor Lakin, l\,4ayor Nichols, and several U krainian-alig ned organizations and churches.
The delegation from Sumy requested that the Tulsa City Council consider adopting the language of the friendship declaration as a joint
resolution.

Summation of the Requested Action
We are requesting that the City Council adopt this resolution affirming our friendship with Sumy, Ukraine
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(Pubtished in the Tutsa WorLd day of 2026.)

RESOLUTION NO.

A JOINT RESOLUTION BYTHE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TULSA, OKLAHOMA,

DESIGNATING THE CIry OF TULSA AN D THE CIry OF SUMY, UKRAIN E AS FRIENDSH IP CITIES

Whereas, Ukraine and the United States of America have Long enjoyed a strong working

retationship and ctose diptomatic ties; they share a common interest in deepening economic and

cutturaI ties; and,

Whereas, f or centuries, the peopte of Ukraine have struggl.ed to achieve an independent state that
woutd preservetheir[anguage, cultureand setf -identlty;and formanyyears,the UnitedStates has

committed biLl.ions of dol.Lars in assistance to Ukraine to support them in their defense of their
hometand, their f reedom, and our shared democratic vaLues; and,

Wh ereas, to f urthe r the f rie ndsh ip between these two great countries, the City of Tulsa, Okta hom a,

UnitedStatesof America,andtheCityof Sumy,Ukraine,affirmtheircommitmenttoworkinunison
f or the benef it of their respective nations and cities; and,

Whereas, the City of Tulsa and the City of Sumy, based on f riendl.y cooperation, responsibte

diatogue, and mutuall.y benef iciatprojects, wit[ promote and expand retations between the two
cities in the areas of business, heatthcare, defense technology, education, and reIigious

institutions; a nd,

Whereas, in order to f oster these goals, the Mayor of the City of Tutsa and the Acting Mayor of the

City of Sumy, in a gesture of f riendship and goodwitt, agree to collaborate on a variety of projects
f or the mutual. benef it of their communities and wittwork to detiver concrete outcomes f or socio-

economic devetopment; the teams of the two Mayors wittwork together in the coming months to
fornraLize a working agenda; and

Now therefore, we, the Mayor and City Councit of Tutsa, Oktahoma, do hereby declare the City of

Tulsa and the Clty of Sumy to be Friendship Cities.

NOW TH EREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY TH E CITY OF TULSA THAT

Section 1. The Cityof Tulsa herebyestabtishes a FriendshipCity reLationshipwiththe Cityof Sumy,

Ukraine, in recognition of the [ongstanding cooperative ties between the United States of America
and Ukraine, and in aff irmation of the shared commitr-nent of both comnrunitiesto mutuaI
u ndersta ndi rrg, co[l.a brorati on, a nd goodwi [1.

Section 2. The City of Tulsa aff irms its intent to work cooperativety witlr the City of Sumy to
prornote and expand retations in the areas of bt-rsiness developrrent, healthcare partnerships,



educationaI exchange, def ense-retated technotogy innovation, and engagement among various

retigious and civic institutions.

Section 3. The City of Tulsa and the City of Sumy shaU. cottaborate on identifying, developing, and

advancing mutuatty benef iciat projects that support socio-economic development within both

communities.Theadministrativeteamsof thetwocities shattwork jointty overthe coming months

to buitd partnerships and areas of cooperation.

Section 4. The City of Tutsa expresses its support for continued f riendship, responsibte diatogue,

and cooperative initiatives with the City of Sumy, and encourages public, private, and nonprof it

entities in Tutsa to participate in opportunities that strengthen this internationaI retationship.
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