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Board Approval Other Board Name City Council Approval

OYes O No
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Legal

Contact Name

T. trlichelle McGrew (ldb)
Email

mmcgrew@cityoft ulsa.org

Resolution Type

Authorizing Sinking Fund Credit or Payment
Owner-Grantor
Kathy Bennett, Guardian on behalf of Luther Bennet

Amount

$25 000.00
Case Number

cJ-2025-2478
TMAPC Number Council District

Description (Subject)

Payment of Lawsuit
Bid/Project Number

Section Township Range Addition

Lot Block Address

Budget
Funding Source(s)

TOTAL:
Enter the funding source(s) using the appropriate Munis funding format Org (Allocation Code)-Object-Amount (1 001211 -531 401 -$1 0 00) or Prolect Stnng-Amount
( 1 44 1 04 Ab strTitle 54 1 3 1 02. 600 1 -404 3 1 22 54 1 1 02-$30. 000 0 1 )
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Policy Statement
Background lnformation
On April 1,2026 the lVlayor approved payment of this lawsuit in the amount of $25,000.00. The Journal Entry was signed by the Judge and
filed with the Court on N/ay 7,2026. (See attached Journal Entry)
Provide background tnformation on the requested action

Summation of the Requested Action
Request Council execute the attached Resolution, Request the tVlayor approve payment of this lawsuit and direct Finance to issue a check in

the amount of $24,501 .35 made payable to Kathy Bennett, as guardian on behalf of Luther Bennett and Greg Denney Law, P.C.; rand one to
lienholder Oklahoma Healthcare Authority in the amount of $498.65 and return to City Legal for further processing.

Summarize the peftinent details of the requested action

Emergency Clause?

O Yes
ONo

Reason for Emergency Clause

Explain why you are requesting that the City Council approve the action wth an emergency clause

apps.cityoftulsa.org/RFA/Forms l#lf ormlprinllb15d54gc-1137-417t8969-b6d2a 140dec8 1t2



5t8t26 8.12 AM

Processing lnformation for City Clerk's Office
Post Execution Processing
C lVlail vendor copy (addt'l signature copies attached)
tr lVlust be filed with other governmental entity
D Addt'l governmental entity approval(s) required

RFA Form System

Additional Routing and Processing Details

Please return executed Resolution to City Legal for further
processing.

apps.cityoftulsa.org/RFA,/Forms l#lf ormlprinllb1Sd549c-1 1 37-41 7f-8969-b6d2a140decB 2t2
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Date: May t,zoz6
To: Mayor Nichols
From: T. Michelle McGrew, Sr. Assistant City Attorney
Subject: Luther Bennett v. City -Settlement Authority

Mavor Nichols:

As you may recall, the City admitted liability for this motor vehicle accident negligence case. This
negligence case arises from a motor vehicle accident that occurred on August 30t 2024. A Tulsa Police
officer in a marked patrol vehicle was driving northbound on MLK when observed lwo vehicles racing on
southbound MLK. The officer activated his overhead emergenry lights and attempted a U-turn at the
top of a hill, in order to stop the vehicles. He then collided with the vehicle in which Mr. Bennet was a

passenger.

Luther Bennett, a 6z year old, non-verbal, and blind man was a passenger in a vehicle along with his
caregiver. They were going to a doctor's appointment. Mr. Bennett suffered soft tissue injuries and
claims approximately S5,ooo.oo in medical bills.

Mr. Bennett's sister and Guardian hired attorney Gregory Denney, who timely filed a Notice of Tort
Claim on Mr. Bennett's behalf. With your authority, City Legal engaged in settlement negotiations with
Plaintiff's counsel and arrived at a settlement of Sz5,ooo.oo to fully resolve Mr. Bennett's claim.

In order to avoid the uncertainties of trial, I recommend that you, again, authorize Sz5,ooo.oo in
settlement authority. If you have any questions or would like to discuss this matter in greater detail,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thankyou.

T. Michelle McGrew
Senior Assistant City Attorney

175 E.2"d St., Ste. 585, Tulsa, OK74103 (9l3l s96-7717 (9]8) 596'9700
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(Published in the Tulsa World.
2026.)

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS. on the 7th da1 of Ma1'" 2026. in Case No. CJ-2025-2178. tiled in the District
Court fbr Tulsa County. State of Oklahoma" judgment u'as entered based on a settlement agreed

to by and betu'een Kathy Bennett. as guardian on behalf of Luther Bennett- Plaintifl. and the Cit,v

of Tulsa. Det-endant. in the sum of Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars and 00/100 ($25,000.00)

representing principal.judgment. interest. costs and attornev f-ees. was entered against the City of'
Tulsa. which settlement has been appror,'ed by the Court: and

WHEREAS, it appears fiom a surv'ey of the Sinking Fund that there is a surplus of cash

and investments in said fund- over and above accrued liabilities and statutory obligations" w'hich

would allow. the Ciq of Tulsa to pa) said judgment in full. including court costs and interesl
thereon: and

WHEREAS. it is desirable and in the best interest of the Citl of Tulsa to make such presenl

payment out of the City's Sinking Fund. and thereatter reimburse the Sinking Fund tiom
subsequent tax levies. as provided bv 62 O.S. $4i5.

BE IT
OKLAHOMA:

RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TULSA.

Section 1. That the City Clerk and the City Treasurer of the City of Tulsa be. and the same

herebl,are- authorized tcl consummate and complete the pay'ment of said judgment by draw'ing the:

fbllouing u'arrant on the City' of Tulsa's Sinkins Fund:

One to the order of KATHY BENNETT. as guardian on behalf of
l-uther Bennett. PlaintifTand GREC] DENNEY LAW. PC. Counsel
tbr Plaintift the sum of Twenty Four Thousand. Five Hundred and

ONE Dollars and 35/100 ($24.501.35): and one to OKLAHOMA
IIEALTHCARE ALITHORITY. the sum of Four Hundred Ninetl-
Eight Dollars and 65/100 ($498.65): the same representing the full
amount of the judgment. interest. costs and attome)'fees. now due

and owin-u to the Plaintitf in the lar,'usuit identif-red abol'e.

Section 2. That the Cit.v Clerk and the City Treasurer of the City of Tulsa be. and the samt:

herebl are. authorized and directed to properll advise the Tulsa Count;- Excise Board b1

appropriate reports, of the prepa) ment of said judgment in order that said Board may include said

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT IN FU[-L OF A JUDGMENT
SETTLEMENT. FROM SURPLUS MONIES IN THE SINKING FLND: AND
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.



prepaid jud-ument as a necessan, and lawful expense of the Sinking Fund of the City' of Tulsa.

Oklahoma. lor which appropriate tax levies mal be made to replenish said Sinking Fund. as

pror,'ided b1,the pror,isions of Title 62 of the Statutes of the State of Oklahoma.

Section 3. That an enter-qenc) exists fbr the preserr,ation of the public peace" health and

saf-et1'" bl reason uhereof this Resolution shalltake elfect immediatell fiom and after its passage"

appror al. and publication.

ADOPTED b1 the Council (Date)

ADOPTED as an emergency measure (Date)

Chair of the Council

APPROVED by the May'or of the Citl of 'l'ulsa. Oklahoma:
Date

Time

Mayor

(Seal)
AT'TEST

Citl'Clerk

APPROVED

Citl Attornel



IN THE DISTRICT COURT IN AND FOR TULSA COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA #*mr*rffi 

o&.,oF:,

MAY 0 ? 2ilzfi

D_Ohl NIIWBE llHY Couri Crei.r,r
STATE OF OKLA. TULSA COLJIJT!

NIBRET BELAY. an individual. and
KATHY BENNETT. as guardian on
behalf of LUTHER BENNETT.

Plaintitlt.

vs.

CITY OF TULSA.

Defendant.

Case No. CJ-2025-2478
Judge Priddy

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

JOURNAL ENTRY OF JUDGMENT UPON AGREED SETTLBMENT

^tatNOW ON this cD day of 'a"p*( 1026, this matter comes before the undersigned Judge.

Plaintiff Kathy Bennett. as guardian on behalf of Luther Bennett appears by and through her

attomey of record, Gregory J. Denney, and Defendant City of Tulsa, appears by and through its

attorney of record. T. Michelle McGrew, Senior Assistant City Attorney.

The Court, having reviewed the allegations set forth in Plaintiffs Petition. having

reviewed the Defenda nr's O/fer oJ'ProoJ'filed herein on the I auy"f p:026 evidencing

that the statutory requirements pursuant to 62 O.S. $ 362 have been met and that the judgment

proceeds being paid by Defendant City of Tulsato the PlaintifTherein shallbe paid from the City

of Tulsa's Sinkin,e Fund which has sufflcient funds available to pay said ludgment as evidenced

by the Affldavit of Chad Becker attached as Exhibit "A" to the Defendant's O//br o./'ProoJ and

the Court being advised that the City's Mayor has authorized a compromise settlement in the

sum of Twenty-five Thousand Dollars and 00/100 ($25.000.00) and the Court being satistied that

Plaintiff tully understands the nature of this action *'ith regard to its finality which precludes

additional or further compensation for damages arising fiom the occurrence ol the event

I
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identified in Plaintiffs Petition and. upon bein-e tufther advised by Plaintifithat it is her desire to

settle the entirety of all claims and causes of action relating to the events identified in her

Petition. including costs and fees. Lrpon payment in the sum of Twenty-five Thousand Dollars

and 00/100 ($25.000.00), the Court flnds:

l. That the CoLrrt has jurisdiction over the subject matter of this lawsuit and the

parties hereto;

2. That PlaintifT is lully aware of her rights in this matter and it is Plaintiff's desire

to compromise her right to trial by jury;

3. That Plaintiff desires to accept as full, final and complete settlement from the City

of Tulsa the sum of Twenty-five Thousand Dollars and 00/100 ($25.000.00). fbr any and all

damages. losses. fees and expenses sustained as a result of the events identified in Plaintitls

Petition:

4. That this settlement is not an admission that the City of Tulsa or its employees

were negligent, but is only a reco_gnition of the uncertainty of trial;

5. That Ptaintiff has agreed to dismiss with prejudice or forgo any and all claims

asainst the Citv of Tulsa and its employees individually:

6. That by agreement of the parties, Def-endant's payment to Plaintiff will stand as

full compensation fiom the City' to Plaintiff and precludes any further or separate action by'

Plaintiff or those he represents against City of Tr.rlsa. a municipal corporation. or any of its

employ'ees, arising tiom or relatin-s to the events described in Plaintiff-s Petition:

7. That the City has agreed to settle Plaintiff s lawsuit in the sum of -fwent-v-five

Thousand Dollars and 00i 100 ($25.000.00):

8. That the City shall pay Plaintitf fiom the City of Tulsa's Sinking Fund which has

2



suf1lcient funds available to pay said judgment: and

9. That all parties request this court to approve and tlnalize their mutual settlement:

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED. ADJUDGED AND DECREED BY THE COURT that

Plaintiff has and will recover fiom Def-endant Ciry of Tulsa. Oklahoma. damages in the total sum

of Twenty-five Thousand Dollars and 00/100 ($25.000.001. as full. flnal and complete

compensation for any and all damages. losses. t-ees, and expenses incurred or sustained incident

to the events described in Plaintiff s Petition and that said damages shall be paid fiom the City of

Tulsa's Sinking Fund which has sufficient funds available to pay said judgment; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED BY THE COURT that Plaintiff s claims asainst Def-endant

City of Tulsa are dismissed with prejudice and that payment to Plaintiff by Defendant City of

Tulsa will preclude any further or separate action by Plaintiff against Def'endant City of Tulsa or

any employee of Defendant City of TLrlsa arising from or pertaining to the events described in

Plaintiff s Petition.

JUDCE OF CO

Gregory J. Denney. OBA # I 791 8

GREGDENNEYLAW. PLLC
1204 S. Cheyenne Avenue
Tulsa. OK 741l9
Attorney tbr PlaintifF Kathy Bennett. as

guardian on behalf of Luther Bennett

)

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND CONTENT:
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T. Michelle McGrew, OBA#20279
Senior Assistant City Attomey
City of Tulsa
175 East Second Street. Suite 685
Tulsa, OK 74103
(918) 596-7717
Attomey for City of Tulsa
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