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The theme for this year’s Annual Budget and Capital 
Plan is dedicated to Tulsa film, music, arts, and culture, 
which together play a vital role in forming Tulsa’s identity.  
Tulsa’s creative history and current artistic culture serve 
to drive a robust economy and establish Tulsa as an 
exciting, cultural hub.
 
In addition to helping us understand the world around 
us, Tulsa film, music, arts, and cultural industries 
represent a substantial part of Tulsa’s growing economy, 
accounting for more than 7,550 jobs in 2014. Beyond the 
jobs that employ Tulsa residents, these industries also 
represent an equal or greater transient workforce that 
calls Tulsa home on a project-by-project basis. Film crews 
on location, musicians on tour, and researching artists 
represent a few, true net impacts on the Tulsa economy. 
These projects invest in local business and creative firms, 
which in turn provide services, materials, and logistics 
which impact the economy in non-traditional ways.
 
Equally important is the sense of identity and community 
that local art galleries, cinemas, performance theaters, 
works of public art, and music venues offer Tulsa. These 
artistic and local ventures help identify what makes Tulsa 
unique and answer the question of why organizations 
and individuals continue to invest in its future.
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