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July 19, 2018 

 

The Honorable Elaine Chao  

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

 

The City of Tulsa is pleased to submit this application for the LINK Tulsa: Leveraging Intelligent Network within 

Key-Corridors Project under the Better Utilizing Investments for Leveraging Development (BUILD) program. The 

request is for $6.5 million in federal BUILD grant for the Project, which is matched by $2.5 million in local 

investment and additionally leverages $500,000 of Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement (CMAQ) 

federal funding in these corridors.  The City of Tulsa will be the lead implementing agency, implementing the traffic 

signal upgrades along with the required Broadband capacity to connect, in coordination with Metropolitan Tulsa 

Transit Authority (MTTA), which owns, operates, and maintains the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) routes. Any cost 

overruns above the allocated amounts for the Project will be covered by the City of Tulsa, from other local sources of 

funding to improve Traffic and Transit within City of Tulsa.  

 

Currently the two identified corridors suffer from antiquated technology, high traffic, high crash counts, and lack of 

pedestrian-activated signals.  The technology investments of the Project will enhance multi-modal safety, improve 

traveler reliability, and reduce operating costs.  BUILD funds will support the improvement and installation of new 

technology that will enhance the safety along the Peoria Avenue and Route 66 corridors. The Project includes 

installing fiber that connects traffic signals and BRT stations; connecting intersections with Transit Signal Priority 

(TSP) to reduce dwell time and improve traffic flow; installing signals to connect intersections to the Traffic 

Management Center (TMC); installing real-time arrival infrastructure at BRT stops; and improving crosswalks, 

including ADA, and audible signals along the corridors. 

 

We greatly appreciate the United States Department of Transportation’s consideration of the requested investment in 

this Project as it is a critical component of the transportation infrastructure in and of significance to the City of Tulsa, 

the County of Tulsa, and the region.  

We believe the Project is a strong candidate for BUILD funding with construction anticipated to begin in June 2019. 

The project will enhance safety of the system & reduce operating costs; improve reliability for the bus systems & 

travel time; reduce crashes and injuries in the corridors; enhance passenger experience; and provide safe crossings 

for pedestrians along the Peoria Avenue and Route 66 corridors.   

 

Please contact Paul Zachary, Director of Engineering Services, at (918) 596-9565 if you have any further questions 

regarding this Project application. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 
G.T. Bynum 

Mayor 

City of Tulsa 









   

 

June 11, 2018 
 
Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
We are pleased to submit a letter of support for the Tulsa Multi-Modal Mobility Project- Transportation 
System Management (TSM) Approach. In 2011, INCOG, the region’s MPO, developed a plan for an 
improved transit system in the Tulsa metropolitan area. The Tulsa Multi-Modal Mobility Project is 
supported by recommendations in the Fast Forward Regional Transit System Plan. In 2016, Tulsa’s 
voters overwhelmingly approved a referendum to support permanent transit funding, making them the 
first city in Oklahoma history to have dedicated transit operating funding. The Chamber enthusiastically 
supports moving forward with the Transportation System Management (TSM) Approach. 
 
This system contains both a historical icon and the highest performing route in the Metropolitan Tulsa 
Transit Authority (MTTA) system. It serves residents, jobs, medical, and education opportunities by 
connecting diverse populations with downtown, major education institutions, four major parks, Tulsa 
County Fair Grounds, and numerous retail business districts. This project is essential to increasing the 
environmental sustainability of the city by providing connections to the city’s key economic activity 
centers. 
 
The Tulsa Multi-Modal Mobility Project will implement numerous safety improvements throughout key 
corridors in the City of Tulsa. This investment would represent a transformation in mobility service, and 
address one of our region’s key and economic development barriers by creating safe and efficient 
transportation options for our residents. 
 
As a regional chamber of commerce, we view increased safe and accessible transportation options as a 
key economic development strategy to improve our citizens’ access to job opportunities and strengthen 
our community’s health and quality of life. The absence of alternative transportation opportunities has 
been a persistent barrier for our citizens: so much so that we have made increased transit use and 
walkability a central goal of our economic development strategy. 
 
We fully support the City of Tulsa and Tulsa Transit in their effort to create a more livable, walkable, and 
economically viable city through the Tulsa Multi-Modal Mobility Project. We hope USDOT will recognize 
the need of improved transit service and partner with Tulsa Transit to make this project a reality. 
 

 
 
Michael S. Neal 
President and CEO 
Tulsa Regional Chamber 



 
Dear Secretary Chao, 

Tulsa Multi-Modal Mobility Project- Transportation System 
Management (TSM) Approach

City of Tulsa
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July 10, 2018 
 
Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
Dear Secretary Chao:  
 
We support the implementation of the Tulsa Multi-Modal Mobility Project - Transportation 
System Management (TSM) Approach because of the transformational potential and leveraged 
support it will gain from our collective investments in entities located along the Route 66 corridor.  
 
This project will serve numerous nonprofits and social service providers along the Historic Route 
66 corridor. In addition to these, located along this crosstown corridor are grocery stores, places 
of worship, nonprofits providing prison re-entry services, as well as foster care, mental health, 
teenage pregnancy, workforce and youth development programs, banks, schools, universities, 
health centers, as well as current and potential places of private employment and state agencies 
dealing with poverty. The Historic Route 66 Corridor is vitally important to the economic and social 
health of our city. 
 
The Lobeck Taylor Family Foundation (LTFF) is heavily invested in the future of the Historic Route 
66 corridor. A recent example being the announcement of plans for Mother Road Market, a vibrant 
community space focused on entrepreneurship and business startups in the culinary arts. Mother 
Road Market is set to open summer of 2018 and is a prime illustration of the private investment 
and economic revitalization occurring along the Historic Route 66 transportation corridor. 
 
We support the city of Tulsa in Tulsa Multi-Modal Mobility Project. The federal government’s 
partnership in this project, along with those of us in Tulsa, will create opportunities for those with 
the greatest need in Tulsa and spur increased investment along the Historic Route 66 and Peoria 
Ave. corridors. Thank you for your consideration of this application. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Frame Ellison 
President and CEO  
Lobeck Taylor Family Foundation 







 
 
 
         
  Creating a community that fosters hope, health and humanity 
    

 
   July 6, 2018 
 
   Honorable Elaine Chao 
   Secretary of Transportation 
   U.S. Department of Transportation 
   1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
   Washington, DC 20590 
 
   Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
   The Center for Individuals with Physical Challenges is pleased to submit a letter of support 
   for the Tulsa Multi-Modal Mobility Project- Transportation System Management (TSM) 
   Approach. In 2011, the Indian Nations Council of Government (INCOG), the region’s MPO, 
   developed a plan for an improved transit system in the Tulsa metropolitan area. The Fast 
   Forward Regional Transit System Plan recommended this system as the region’s most viable 
   urban corridors. 
 
   The Center for Individuals with Physical Challenges is committed to advocating for a city that 
   has safe and accessible transportation for all its residents. We believe this project is the  
   beginning of a safe, viable, and healthy transportation system that will move us toward that 
   goal.  
 
   The Center for Individuals with Physical  Challenges is a community recreation center in  
   Tulsa serving over 1,000 individuals with a variety of physical disabilities. We are located 
   along the historic Route 66 and are currently expanding our campus along the corridor.  
   This project would be a key component to our clients utilizing safe, effective and efficient 
   transportation.  
 
   As a community partner, I have become well acquainted with members of their   
   administrative staff and as well as with various areas of their operations. We fully support 
   the City of Tulsa and their partnership with Tulsa Transit and INCOG in their effort to create 
   a more safe, accessible, and economically viable city through the Tulsa Multi-modal Mobility 
   Project. We hope USDOT will recognize the need of improved transit service and partner 
   with Tulsa Transit to make this project a reality. 
   
   Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
   Lori A. Long, MHR, CFRE 
   Executive Director 
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July 12, 2018 
 
 
Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
We are pleased to submit a letter of support for the Tulsa Multi-Modal Mobility Project-
Transportation System Management (TSM) Approach BUILD Application. 
 
This project contains significant improvements to both a historical and national icon in Route 
66 and the most heavily used transit route in the Metropolitan Tulsa Transit Authority (MTTA) 
network (in addition to heavy traffic volumes) in Peoria Avenue. These serve residents, jobs, 
medical, and education opportunities by connecting diverse populations with the retail 
business districts of Kendall Whittier, Brookside, Cherry Street, the Pearl district, and the 
International District, as well as downtown, major education institutions, four major parks, 
and Tulsa County Fair Grounds. These corridors combined provide access to 1 out of every 4 
jobs and 1 out of 5 residents within a ten-minute walk. 
 
This investment would result in a transformational change in the city’s transportation system, 
and address one of our region’s core workforce and economic development barriers by 
creating safe and accessible opportunities for residents. We view increased safe 
transportation options as a key economic development strategy to improve our citizens’ 
access to job opportunities and strengthen our community’s health and quality of life. 
 
Kendall Whittier Main Street fully supports the City of Tulsa in their effort to create a safe and 
economically viable city through this investment. We hope USDOT will recognize the need of 
improved transit service and partner with the City of Tulsa to make this project a reality. 
 
Best, 

 
Ed Sharrer 
Executive Director 
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