
 

 

924. Temporary Traffic Control Effective: 04/19/1993 
 Revised: 06/18/2018 

.1 Policy Statement 
 

While the primary function of streets and highways are to provide for the 
movement of traffic, it is recognized that occasionally certain activities must be 
performed within or adjacent to the roadway which will interface with the 
normal movement of traffic. As the necessity for such activity arises a conflict 
often occurs between the flow of vehicles or pedestrians and the construction 
work. In order to reduce this conflict to a minimum and to reduce potential 
hazards to both the public and workers, certain controls are necessary. It 
becomes necessary to control:  1)  Timing and extent of the work; 2)  Number 
of traffic lanes or width of the street to be affected; 3) Location of equipment, 
supplies and spoil materials related to the work; and 4) Method of warning 
and routing of the traffic through the work area. All traffic control devices and 
their manner of usage shall comply with the current edition of the Manual of 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 

 
.11 Adequate traffic control devices shall be used whenever a motorist is 

required to change his path of travel. 
 
.12 Adequate advanced warning is essential to alert motorist to unusual 

conditions, especially lane closures. 
 
.13 3   All employees exposed to vehicular traffic or working within twenty 

(20) feet of a roadway, street, etc., shall be provided with and are 
required to wear high visibility, retro-reflective clothing that meets the 
current standards of ANSI/ISEA 107. 

 
.14 4 Trucks shall be equipped with the appropriate lighting, mounted on 

the truck as high as necessary to be seen by approaching traffic 
regardless of the height of the bed. 

 
.15 The use of truck-mounted arrow boards, a portable generator with 

arrow board and shadow trucks between the workers and oncoming 
traffic shall be used when the work site is in a non-residential street. 
Shadow trucks shall maintain a clear space of at least thirty (30) feet 
from the work crew. 

 
.16 The only other vehicles on the shoulder or roadway shall be those 

necessary to perform the work function. 

 
.17 There is no reason to ever block roadways for mowing, weed eating or 

trim work. 
 
.18 Equipment shall be unloaded and the truck removed to an appropriate 

parking area; not parked on the street for public traffic to move around. 
When the work is completed, the truck may be brought to the location 



 

 

to pick up the equipment. 
 
.19 Off-road signage shall be used to warn vehicular traffic of  “mowing 

ahead” or “workers ahead” so that drivers may be aware of possible 
hazards and reduce their speed. 

 
.110 Flaggers shall be used under the following conditions: 

 
.1101 To stop traffic intermittently as necessitated by work progress 

 
.1102 To control traffic past a work site at reduced speeds to help 

protect the work crew 
 
.1103 When traffic in both directions must use a single lane for a 

limited distance. One flagger is required for each direction of 
travel affected. 

 
.111 Flaggers shall wear high visibility, retro-reflective clothing that meets 

the current ANSI/ISEA 107 standard and must be approved for 
nighttime use (Class3). 

 
.112 Flaggers shall display a flag, use proper hand signals or use an 

appropriate sign paddle. 

 

.2 Traffic Control Procedures 

 
.21 The appropriate pre-job planning, including traffic control plans, should 

be completed before work begins. 
 
.22 Upon arriving at the work area all of the advanced warning signs should 

be installed beginning at the point farthest away from the work area 
and proceeding toward the work area. 

 
.23 If traffic control plan used requires a flagger, he should assume his 

position at this time at the approximate location shown on the plan. 

 
.24 The foreman, or someone appointed by him/her, should then drive 

through the work area after the installation of traffic control and before 
work begins to determine if adequate sight distance for the drivers 
exists and that the traffic control has been properly installed. 

 
.25 Cones or other types of channeling devices should then be installed. 

 
.26 The work vehicles may be moved into place on the shoulder or 

roadway as required. Support vehicles shall be positioned where they 
do not pose an increased risk to the job site or citizens. 

 



 

 

.27 Upon completion of work, all work vehicles should be moved off the 
shoulder or roadway. 

 
.28 All cones or other channeling devices should be picked up in reverse 

order of placement. 
 
.29 Bring in the flagger(s). 

 
.210 Remove all advanced warning signs beginning with the sign closest to 

the work area and moving toward the farthest sign. 

 
.211 Always remove, cover or lay down unnecessary and inappropriate signs 

when leaving the job site. Never leave lane closure signs in place 
when the lane has been reopened. 

 
 
.212 As a minimum, orange safety cones shall be placed at the left front and 

left rear of City of Tulsa vehicles that are one ton or more in weight, 
while parked at any location other than the equipment storage site or a 
fueling station. 

 

.3 Training 

 

.31 Employees who are required to work within or establish traffic control 
throughout the job site shall be trained annually in this policy and any 
applicable department established policies and procedures. 

 

.32 Employees operating as Flaggers shall undergo initial training to ensure 
they are competent in proper flagging operations and that training shall 
be refreshed annually. 


