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Intro of Mayor followed by Be the Reason Video courtesy of Brothers 

& Company, Tulsa, OK 

“Tulsa’s spot among the next generation of great American cities is not a 

given.” That was spoken about one minute into that terrific video we just 

saw. It was the work of Paul Brothers and Brothers & Company. 

The words you heard were never truer. We can’t take it for granted.  

We are here today, together in this room, because we know that. Tulsa 

has the formula for greatness, and it’s been here since the city’s 

beginning. A beginning rooted in risk-taking, stubbornness and a 

pioneering spirit that linked both private and public sectors. It still exists 

today. From it, came the label of the Oil Capitol of the World. Those 

early successes inspired the architecture of our buildings, and river 

crossings to grow and expand Tulsa’s borders. From the desire to be 

great came the largest ice-free inland port for moving commerce to and 

from the Gulf of Mexico, along the McClellan-Kerr navigation system. 

When it came to water, Tulsa’s leaders didn’t stop at the salty Arkansas 

River, but went east to Spavinaw to the hills of the Cherokee Nation.   

 

From there, we built the first gravity, water flow line in the country, so 

Tulsa would have good-tasting water and an abundant supply of water 

today. The Tulsa Port and the Spavinaw flowline are just two testaments 

to Tulsa’s historic grit, resolve and vision. That really is our DNA. 

From investors to activists to teachers to philanthropists – and those of 

us who support, follow and advocate – we all play a role in Tulsa’s 
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success. We care. We act not only to secure Tulsa’s place among the 

greatest cities, but to steward the greater good of the entire community, 

for one Tulsa. That is why Tulsa recently joined the global movement to 

be known as a compassionate community – thanks to a collaboration of 

Tulsans working with the Human Rights Commission and Tulsa 

Interfaith Alliance. 

 

It takes guts and perseverance to do the right thing, to make the tough 

decisions. To weather the critics and be just crazy enough to fight for an 

inland port or a gravity flowline, and then, to ensure the ability and 

capacity to take care of those achievements over the long-term. That my 

friends is the definition of success. 

 

We take care of what we have now so that we CAN move on to the next 

BIG idea – to move forward with the ideas that can make a difference in 

a city’s landscape, its skyline, its health and safety, and its citizens’ 

quality of life. 

 

With the decision to build the BOK Center, pay for this room, and fund 

projects through Vision 2025, Tulsans fueled a $1 billion private 

investment in downtown Tulsa. Those Tulsans who overwhelmingly 

approved Vision 2025 are the reason people came back to Tulsa. In 

turn, those who came back with new insight and experiences became 

part of the reason that Tulsa keeps moving forward to make its place 
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among the top cities to live, to start a business, build a career and even to 

retire. And I’m not talking about retiring from life – just the opposite. To 

retire from a full career and then enjoy the abundance of family, 

friendships, entertainment, amenities and qualities that great cities offer 

their residents. 

 

Those Vision projects spawned new growth. But I also am proud to 

recognize the successful efforts of my economic development office 

under Clay Bird’s direction and leadership. His small group works daily 

with the Tulsa Regional Chamber to attract retailers, along with other 

business clusters. They talk to at least one prospect each and every day, 

helping to find the right location for their market. We’ve had some great 

announcements over the last few years: Costco, Trader Joes, the Walk at 

Tulsa Hills, The Main Event, Urban Outfitters, West Elm, Gander 

Mountain, Nordstrom Rack, a slew of downtown hotels, and discussions 

from two companies on locations for an outlet mall - and let’s not forget 

Macy’s distribution center that just opened days ago. Our fantastic 

young professional group – the TYPROS – drove some of this 

development in our free market city, specifically Trader Joes. They also 

helped bring Uber to Tulsa, which has had great success here.  

 

As you know, retail sales generate the taxes our City needs to not only 

provide core services but to maintain and repair our infrastructure. 

Costco and the Walk at Tulsa Hills both took advantage of our newest 
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economic development tool - Tulsa’s new retail incentive policy. That 

policy allows a retailer to build public infrastructure and be reimbursed 

for costs, providing they meet certain benchmarks such as jobs created 

and supported. Major retailers are taking notice. They are now coming to 

our team – they are looking for us. That’s success.   

We are making progress, but we still have a problem with internet sales. 

We are not able to collect a local tax on internet sales. I will continue to 

bang that drum with our federal and state legislative delegations. In case 

you don’t know, the need to diversify our revenue base is at the top of 

our region’s One Voice Agenda. It affects our entire region. The 

limitation to sales tax revenues for operations continues to be a major 

issue for ALL Oklahoma cities and towns. You will continue to see this 

at the forefront of legislative efforts until we have found, created and 

accepted a resolution to this very serious problem. 

 

However, we will not allow that problem to overshadow the 

responsibilities we have to further improve our city. The Vision 2025 

sales tax of six-tenths of one penny expires at the end of 2016. Tulsans 

will have a crucial vote to extend that tax in order to continue our 

progress. That means it’s once again a time for questions, analytical 

discussion and tough decisions and setting priorities. How much can we 

afford? Can we take care of what we build over the long-term? Are we 

properly funded now to take care of what we have? These are questions 

that citizens are discussing this summer during public meetings and 
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feedback sessions. Next Spring, Tulsa residents will weigh in with their 

vote.  

 

It is our mission, this Administration and the Tulsa City Council, to 

provide the detailed information that our citizens need so they can elect 

to protect our investments and to move Tulsa forward. 

 

During these last two terms as your mayor, I have constantly surveyed 

citizens and asked them during dozens of meetings and hundreds of 

conversations – what is important to you? What do you think? How are 

we doing? Citizens continue to list road improvements, public safety and 

economic development as their top priorities. I will continue to put 

potholes and public safety above brick and mortar, but I do believe they 

are all important. We have to find the proper balance of all three. It is 

my hope that as a community, we will decide what that balance is, and 

propose and accept what’s in the best interest of our citizens. 

 

I’m thrilled to be back in front of you again this year, knowing that this 

is a room full of promise, as much as it is full of history, success and 

accomplishments - from the young to the young-at-heart. This room is 

only so big though, and many citizens can’t be here today. They are also 

part of the reason that Tulsa is the friendly, generous, optimistic and 

successful city that it is.  
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I want to particularly acknowledge the people in public service – 

including 3,500 people employed in our city government. Yesterday, I 

visited Tulsa Police Corporal Gene Watkins at the hospital. On the day 

before, he was shot doing his job protecting us and getting the bad guys. 

When you get a phone call hearing about that, it stops you in your 

tracks. He and the other employees of the City of Tulsa are the reasons I 

can do my job for Tulsa.   They are also the reasons you can do your 

jobs in this great city. I have the confidence in the City leadership and 

management to do their jobs, to motivate their work teams, and to keep 

our core services functioning at the highest level possible, using their 

resources effectively and efficiently for the taxpayers. By the way, Cpl. 

Watkins is doing fine and he is home with his family. 

 

As I hope you are aware one of my main jobs is to promote Tulsa. 

Because of the dedication of our employees and managers, I feel 

comfortable leaving Tulsa in their hands while I make legislative visits. I 

travel to Washington D.C. and Oklahoma City, as well as go on 

interstate and international economic development-related trips. The 

purpose of those trips is to create and foster valuable relationships with 

businesses that have a business connection to Tulsa or should consider 

Tulsa, as a future business location. 

 

Most recently I traveled to the International Paris Air Show. There I 

connected with companies that either have plants or headquarters in 
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Tulsa – Spirit AeroSystems, Nordam, Lufthansa Teknik, and 

Mitsubishi’s International Jet Services. I made connections and 

relationships that strengthen our prospects for new job creation in Tulsa.  

Of course, I was not alone.  Dennis Altendorf of our Regional Chamber 

and I walked faster than anyone to make our appointments in order to 

create and expand our relationships. It was a very successful trip. 

Those trips are valuable in attracting new interest by telling Tulsa’s story 

– about our initiatives, our work ethic, our entrepreneurial spirit, our 

history, and our success. We give numerous examples time and time 

again.  Several examples catch their attention – such as our experienced 

workforce and our wide-ranging aviation related companies. But 

especially our focus on training.  

 

Three years ago, I spoke on the idea to create our own Aerospace 

Academy for high school students to begin early training for aerospace 

careers in Tulsa. With the support of Tulsa Tech and the Tulsa Public 

Schools system, classes of the Tulsa Aerospace Academy began 

yesterday. The inaugural class of approximately 20 students will begin 

their education in the Tulsa Tech facility at Riverside/R.L. Jones Airport 

that uniquely supports the call of business and industry demands to 

create jobs for students who will graduate from high school in a few 

years. I offer my very sincere thanks to Dr. Steve Tiger, Dr. Keith 

Ballard and Dr. Deborah Gist for helping to create and accept this 

vision. 
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Our aerospace workers and an education system that is preparing 

students for aerospace careers are the reasons that Tulsa stands out in 

this industry. We are unique. 

 

The strength of the aerospace industry is an outgrowth of the strength of 

the oil and gas industry. Oil empires were built in Tulsa, drawing from a 

pioneer and entrepreneurial spirit with limitless opportunities. As a 

result of those successes, today, Tulsa is extremely fortunate to have a 

generous philanthropic community and private sector partners who put 

Tulsa first. They are building success by committing resources to social 

services, education, the arts, jobs, and parks, among many other areas. 

One of those areas is The Gathering Place. We’ve been talking about it 

for three years. It’s a transformational urban park funded by the Tulsa 

Community Foundation, as well as Tulsa’s corporate community and 

other foundations. It’s Tulsa’s own Central Park, and it’s now being 

built adjacent to the Arkansas River on Riverside Drive.  

 

Now, somebody told me that Riverside Drive closed recently. When you 

want progress you also have to be prepared for challenges. Nothing 

great comes without struggle. When you are sitting in traffic, please 

remember that - progress is not entirely pain-free – it can be very 

frustrating. Take a breath and think about where we are headed. Let 
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someone turn in front of you, smile and be the reason that your fellow 

Tulsan will have a better day. 

 

All of these successes are the product of a lot of people making 

sacrifices and supporting visionary ideas and policy.  

Thank you. 

  


